It’s time to listen to your inner librarian

The Public Broadcasting Metadata
Dictionary is preparing

to publish version 1.0
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| The first version of the Public

| 58

Broadcasting Metadata Dictionary
{PEMD), a standard way 1o describe all publlic broadcasting
content, has been developed by a cross-organizational team

of public radio and ielevision producers and managers, archivists
and information scientists. This uniform method of description.
with an articipated Bespan of several decades. will alow
content bo be more easily retrieved and shared among colleagues,
software systems, institutions, community and production
pariners, private citizens, and educalors.

Imagine being able to search reels of
tape for a particular intervew on a specific subject
without walching or Estening to hours of tape or reading pages
of franscripts; having acoess to producers’ nobes and rights and
clearance information at the same time; and being able 1o share
this information quickly with your promotion team, underwriting
depariment, Web site developes, of programming department.
Al this and more ks possible when content is described and
stared in accordance with the PEMD, available free of charge to
pubdic broadcasting stations, distributors, vendors, and partners.



|

For many, the impact of the PBMD

will be transparent, implemented behind
the scenes within each organization's internal systems
that deal with content. However, thosa respansitile for
describing and retrieving conten assets will now have
a consistent methodology to do 0.

In February 2004, over seventy
invitations to participatein a

Request for Comments—the first

public unveiling of the PEMD—were sant to
represantatives in varous disciplines at public television
and radéo stations, program distribulors and producers,
wendors serving the public broadcasting community,
universities and Bbraries, rekated community pariners,
standands bodies, and national arganizations including
the Library of Congress and the Amenican Film Institute.
The iinvitations were circutated around the globe,
reflecting enthusiastic inerest in the project, and yielkded
vaduable input from NUMErous respondents nol othensise
associated with the project. A summary of the results
will be available on the project Web site in May. 2004,
While final analysis and results are pending. ane

comiment recedved this faf nobes that the PEMD &= a
significant step forward for the professional belevision
production and distribution community—it will become the
fingus franca by which Public Broadcasters can maks their
tape Eabilities info digital assets that can be easily located
by all end (ssers.”

Sample test implementations af approxdmately six sites
will be conducted in Spring 2004.

Walch for version 1.0 of PEMD 1o be pubished by Fall 2004.

Funded by the Corporation for Public
Broadcasting and asministered by WGBH/Boston”,

a well-formed metadata dictionary directly acdresses pubiic
BroaICasting’s mission by making its award-winning content
mone easily accessitie to teachers. schaolars, Melong leamers,
engaged citizeres, and community partners.

Updatas, presantationa, background
articles, and resources are all

avallable on the project’s Wab site at







